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✓ CHECKLIST 
Which manuscript type?

1. Research Article: Describing complete investigations. Maxi-
mum 6500 words, including references, figure legends and
tables.

2. Review: Only invited contributions. About 8000 words.
3. Technical Report: Short description of the development of a

novel method or an improvement or noteworthy modifica-
tion of an already existing technique or platform used in
biotechnology. Maximum 4000 words, two figures and one
table.

4. Short Communication: Brief, timely and/or of such impor-
tance that rapid publication is warranted. Not subdivided
into titled sections, maximum 2500 words, two figures and
one table.

5. Other contribution: Forum column (150 to 2000 words), let-
ter, meeting report, book review, …

Manuscript style and format OK?

Manuscripts should be submitted in English (American
spelling)

The first page of the manuscript should contain:
1. Title (concise, only standard abbreviations).
2. Full author names (including first name) and the name of

their institute(s), using superscript numbers after name to
indicate multiple affiliations.

3. Keywords (3 to 5).
4. Correspondence: name, title, full postal address, fax number

and e-mail address of the author to whom all correspon-
dence (including galley proofs) is to be sent.

5. Abbreviations: alphabetical (excluding standard abbrevia-
tions).

The second page: abstract
maximum 200 words, only standard abbreviations allowed

Number the sections of full papers:
1 Introduction
2 Materials and methods
3 Results (or Results and discussion)
4 Discussion (or Concluding remarks)
5 References

Reference format OK?

References, including those in tables and figure legends,
should be numbered sequentially in square brackets [2, 18] in
the order in which they appear in the text.

Reference list (collected at the end of the manuscript) as in the
following examples:

Journals:
[1] Liebeton, K., Eck, J., Identification and Expression in E. coli
of novel nitrile hydratases from the metagenome. Eng. Life Sci.
2004, 4, 557–562.
[2] Hugo, G., Schmoekel, F. E., Weber, J. C., Jason C. et al., Bone
repair with a form of BMP-2 engineered for incorporation into
fibrin cell ingrowth matrices. Biotechnol. Bioeng. 2005, in press.
DOI:10.1002/bit.20168.

Books:
[3] Geis, A., Perspectives of genetic engineering of bacteria
used in food fermentations, in: Heller, K.J. (Ed.), Genetically En-
gineered Food – Methods and Detection, Wiley-VCH Verlag,
Weinheim 2003, pp. 100–118.
[4] Chrisou, P., Klee, H. (Ed.), Handbook of Plant Biotechnology,
John Wiley & Sons, 2004.

Note that
– The BTJ format is now available in Endnote
– When more than 5 authors: list 4, et al.
– Papers in press: cite DOI.
– Other serial publications: cite like journals
– Website addresses not as references but inserted in the text

directly after the data to which they refer
– Abstracts and posters in meeting books must not be cited

unless they are generally accessible

Figures and tables OK?

– Tables with title and footnotes included at the end of the text
– Figure legends at the end of the text
– Figures should be submitted in original format (preferably

TIFF or JPEG) at high resolution (300 dpi)
– Please note that a fee has to be charged to the Author for

color figure reproduction

Supporting information online

– Extensive tables
– Text exceeding the maximum word count
– Other files like animations and video sequences
Has to be submitted online analog with the manuscript body
and in final form (no typesetting or galley proofs before publi-
cation)

Lay abstract: Bring your science to a larger public

In max. 150 words, describe the background, relevance and ap-
plications of your work for a non-expert scientific reader. This
text may be used to highlight your article in the „in this issue“
section, on various online platforms, for marketing purposes
and in sister journals.

Cover letter complete?

Please state:
1. Why is the paper suitable for publication in BTJ?
2. Do all the authors concur with the submission?
3. Can you confirm that the work has not been submitted to an-

other journal and will not be published elsewhere within one
year after its publication in this journal?

4. Does the manuscript contain experiments using animals?
5. Does the manuscript contain human studies?

Submit online under http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/btj
(if you are not yet author/reviewer for BTJ, create an account
first).

For questions: http://www.biotechnology-journal.com
E-mail: biotechnology-journal@wiley-vch.com
Tel.: +49 6201 606/495 or –/484, Fax: –/525

Notes
BTJ is covered in MEDLINE! 
Please note that an Early View online publication is updated weekly
and enables papers to be available online within 6 weeks of accept-
ance. Wiley-Blackwell is now offering an Online open service: the
author or funding agency can pay a fixed fee to make the published
article freely available via Wiley InterScience 
(www.interscience.wiley.com).
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